RECONSTRUCTION

themselves out of their old relation to each
other, and both come out better prepared for the
new. Education for young blacks should be in-
cluded in the plan/ And a little later he wrote:
If a new state government acting in harmony
with this government and consistently with
general freedom, shall think best to adopt a
reasonable temporary arrangement in relation to
the landless and houseless freed people, I do not
object; but my word is out to be for and not
against them on the question of their permanent
freedom/

Here were some main lines of the new Union.
Moderation marks some of them. Generosity
indeed marks Lincoln's terms towards the rebel
states. All he asks is genuine repentance. If the
people of the state say honestly that they wish to
return to their old allegiance and give some
simple proof of it, they will be accepted. But one
hard condition is now attached which before
September 32, 1862, might not have been there.
Slavery must be abolished in the repentant
states. He has committed himself to it now.
Mere allegiance to the Union is not enough.
Slavery must go. This was a drastic decision,
though unavoidable once the Emancipation
Proclamation was out. But its consequences, of
course, were serious. If the seceding states must
abolish slavery as the price of returning to the
Union, what was to happen in those loyal states
where slavery had not been abolished? Must it
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